
MILWAUKEE COUNTY COURTHOUSE, 901 NORTH 9TH STREET, ROOM 306, MILWAUKEE, WI  53233  
TELEPHONE (414) 278-4211 FAX (414) 223-1375 COUNTY.MILWAUKEE.GOV/COUNTYEXECUTIVE 

 

    OFFICE OF THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE 

Milwaukee County  

     CHRIS ABELE • COUNTY EXECUTIVE 
 
 

For Immediate Release: 

DATE: October 21, 2016 

CONTACT: Melissa Baldauff, Director of Communications 

(414) 278-4216 Office  

Melissa.Baldauff@MilwaukeeCountyWI.gov 

 

What People Are Saying About the Estabrook Dam: 

“Worthless,” “A Waste of Money,” “I Want the Dam Gone” 

MILWAUKEE – Ahead of action next week by both the Milwaukee Common Council and the Milwaukee 

Metropolitan Sewerage District to move forward on a proposal to remove the Estabrook Dam, here’s a look 

at what community members are telling County Executive Chris Abele about the Estabrook Dam. 

About the City, County, MMSD Proposal to Remove the Dam: 

“Please, please take down the Lincoln Park/Glendale dam on the Milwaukee River. When the North Avenue 

dam was removed, the flow of water improved on the river and the wildlife reappeared in a short time.” – 

Glendale resident. 

“Thank you for being part of the creative solution for the long-running Estabrook dam issue. I fully support 

the idea of MMSD removing the dam and believe this is the environmentally and fiscally responsible thing 

to do.” – Milwaukee County resident. 

“Since moving to our Glendale home in 2010 we have worked hard to help people inside and outside of our 

immediate community understand the many benefits of removing the Estabrook Dam, and today it felt like 

our voices were supported.” – Glendale residents. 

“I was thrilled to read about your solution to the ongoing discussion of the dam and hope that your plan 

can be executed quickly.” – Milwaukee County resident. 

Estabrook Impact on County Budget: 

“I suggest not spending money on Estabrook Dam project—it’s a waste of money. If so called home owners 

want to change this let them pay for it themselves instead of it affecting the system for many more 

people—and the way it was passed by the County Board stinks to high heaven.” 

“I came here because I’m really irritated with the whole Estabrook dam situation. Political moves have been 

made - it is fiscally ridiculous and irresponsible. I live on the river and my neighbors and I want the dam 

gone. I appreciate Abele’s standing strong against repairing it.” 

“I’ve been watching the Estabrook Dam controversy carefully. Keeping the dam will only benefit a few, but 

many more will suffer. More than the decisions themselves, I’m concerned with how decisions are made.” 



MILWAUKEE COUNTY COURTHOUSE, 901 NORTH 9TH STREET, ROOM 306, MILWAUKEE, WI  53233  
TELEPHONE (414) 278-4211 FAX (414) 223-1375 COUNTY.MILWAUKEE.GOV/COUNTYEXECUTIVE 

“The dysfunctional behavior of the County Board regarding the Estabrook dam issue is a negative. 

Removing the dam would improve the health of the river.” 

“It sounds like the dam is worthless and costing money.” 

“I’m a property owner on the part of the river impacted by the dam. It doesn’t prevent flooding, but rather 

increases it. Per the floodplain manager, some properties will be removed. The dam benefits the small 

group of people who use the area for motor boating. They haven’t been able to since around 2009 when 

the gates were ordered open. My house flooded prior to that, 18 because the gates were not opened 

quickly enough. Recently, since the opening of the dam, there was a higher water event, and my house did 

not flood. There are four lawsuits pending, and with one, I would be assessed for dam upkeep. The dam 

should be removed to save county money.” 

“The river/lake would be healthier if we took down the Estabrook dam. Fisheries would be restored. I take 

issue with those with property by the dam, who make everyone else pay. The dam represents bad 

economics. It wastes money and generates poor power.” 
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